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Chamber releases to-do list to lobby 
legislature 

12/6/2007 

Health insurance heads its legislative agenda  

By James Mayse

  

Messenger-Inquirer  

During next year's General Assembly, the Greater Owensboro 
Chamber of Commerce will advocate for the expansion of a small-
business health-insurance plan and the repeal of a tax that the 
chamber president says negatively impacts entrepreneurs.  

The chamber will also push for funds to finish the Advanced 
Technology Center at Owensboro Community and Technical College 
and will support bringing the issue of expanded gambling before the 
public for a vote.  

The chamber released its legislative priorities Wednesday, and 
chamber president Jody Wassmer said the priorities were created 
through polling of chamber members, talks with legislators and 
consultation with other chambers of commerce across the state.  

"We feel we have a really good sense of what our members want," 
Wassmer said.  

More than 82 percent of chamber members who responded to polling 
said health care coverage for employees was either a "major 
concern" or a "big concern."  

"Insurance costs and the inability of employees to provide that 
service weighs very heavily on the business world," Wassmer said. 
"Every year, we ask (chamber members) to rank certain topics ... and 
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consistently health care ranks high."  

The chamber is calling for continued funding of ICARE -- the 
Insurance Coverage Affordability and Relief to Small Employers 
program. ICARE is a state-backed program for businesses with no 
more than 25 employees to help them provide health insurance for 
their employees.  

Wassmer said 38 businesses in Daviess County have applied for the 
ICARE program, and 29 have been approved.  

"There's a concern the plan hasn't been promoted enough ... (and) 
there's not been enough education to businesses that could apply," 
Wassmer said.  

Rep. Tommy Thompson, a Philpot Democrat, said ICARE is 
scheduled to expire in June of 2008.  

"When we created ICARE, it was orchestrated as a pilot program and 
had a two-year lift," Thompson said.  

One change Thompson is considering would make ICARE eligible to 
businesses with up to 50 employees, he said.  

"Hopefully we can extend (the program) for at least another 
biennium," Thompson said.  

The Owensboro chamber supports more competition among health 
insurance providers in the state and medical malpractice reform. 
Wassmer said the chamber also wants legislators to repeal the 
Limited Liability Entity Tax.  

Although the tax has been adjusted, it is still a deterrent to 
businesses, Wassmer said.  

As in previous years, the chamber's top priority for capital projects is 
to acquire funding to complete the second phase of the advanced tech 
center at OCTC. Part of the phase II funds will be allocated to help 
build an Owensboro campus for Western Kentucky University across 
the road from the community college.  

Wassmer said the chamber wants legislators to allow counties to join 
together to take out bonds to build bridges and do other large 
transportation projects. If cities and counties could bond such work, 
it could free up state transportation funds for projects such as I-69, 
which is planned through western Kentucky, Wassmer said.  

As in past sessions, the chamber supports a state referendum on 
expanded gambling at racetracks and at "a limited number of other 
sites," including Owensboro.  

   


