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Group takes on varied projects 

7/13/2008 

Different cities seek answers from same planning firm  

By Owen Covington

  

Messenger-Inquirer  

With a population that has nearly doubled since 2000, the city of 
McKinney, Texas, is dealing with development and population 
challenges that some communities might relish having on their 
plates.  

"We have had stuff coming and going out of our ears," McKinney 
Mayor Bill Whitfield said of his city's growth.  

To help guide that growth and further spur development, McKinney 
hired Fort Worth-based Gateway Planning Group in 2006, and 
during a 15-month period moved from public meetings to a detailed 
plan for the city's historic downtown.  

The same firm that crafted the McKinney plan, which was approved 
by its city council in March, is now working with the city of 
Owensboro that, with a population of 55,000, sits where McKinney 
did eight years ago.  

But while Owensboro has added only about 1,300 residents since 
2000, McKinney has grown to more than 100,000 residents thanks in 
part to its location just 30 miles north of Dallas.  

The two cities have run along different paths in recent years, but they 
turned to the same firm to help craft a picture of their future.  

While Owensboro is looking to boost development and regenerate its 
downtown, McKinney sought guidance on how the downtown can 
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No contest at this time.  

absorb the city's growth without losing its character.  

Owensboro is at the beginning of the process at a time when 
McKinney is taking the product of the planning process and trying to 
make it a reality.  

Planning process  

Gateway Planning Group officials, including the firm's president, 
Scott Polikov, visited Owensboro last week and laid out their 
strategy for creating a comprehensive master plan for downtown 
Owensboro on the "building and block" level.  

The plan will include proposed uses for downtown properties, 
possible changes to planning and zoning regulations and the 
feasibility of large capital projects for downtown, such as an events 
center.  

The city of Owensboro, Daviess Fiscal Court, the Greater 
Owensboro Economic Development Corp. and others in the business 
community have partnered in the $400,000 study that they hope will 
help boost development in the city's core.  

McKinney turned to Gateway after producing a long-term plan for 
the community that won awards but lacked the details needed to 
accomplish the plan's goals, said Kevin Spath, a member of 
McKinney's planning department.  

The plan also lacked support in the community, he said.  

"I don't think certain segments of the public's population really 
bought into the concepts," Spath said. "We really needed to engage 
the stakeholders in this (downtown) part of town in a different way."  

McKinney leaders turned their sights initially on the downtown core. 
With Gateway Planning Group as the primary facilitator, the city 
held a series of public meetings and workshops during a 15-month 
period to develop the plan.  

A process that included brainstorming and designing helped bring 
the ideas generated during those meetings together, Spath said.  

The result was an "illustrative" plan that included proposed uses 
superimposed on a map of the downtown as well as descriptions and 
plans for entire areas of downtown, such as a "live-work-shop" area 
near the new City Hall and an entertainment district, Spath said.  

The ideas that were generated were grounded in what would be 
possible by being "not too far-fetched but really implementable 
concepts," Spath said.  

   

 


