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Firm working on downtown master plan

By Owen Covington
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With an active artistic community, assets such as the riverfront and 688-0353
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potential for its downtown, Owensboro is positioned well to create a
thriving urban core, Scott Polikov with Gateway Planning Group
told the City Commission on Tuesday.
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But without a framework for downtown development and guiding 5
principals for how that development should proceed, the city might

not be able to take full advantage of those opportunities, Polikov

said. DWENSBOR
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"We'rereally going to provide avision at the building and block Science & Histo

level," Polikov told the commission during its meeting at City Hall. 123 E. 20d St. » 687-2]

"Y ou have some real opportunities here already." D WernshormuseLmn.c

Polikov and members of Gateway Planning Group arein townthis  Robin’s ReSal

week as part of their work on the comprehensive downtown master ‘Bl

plan. 2416 New Hartford R
270-683-6500

The Texas-based firm has been brought in by city and county
governments, the Greater Owensboro Economic Development Corp.
and other community groups to craft the plan, which will be
presented in draft form in November.

Already, members of the team have met with hundreds of ?0-6-84-[)0
community members about what the community has to offer during
various "fact-finding" missions, Polikov said.
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No contest at this time.

The idea behind the plan is to design a framework for how
downtown should develop on a residential and commercial level,
look at what downtown amenities the community can feasibly
support and study how governmental regulations can ensure that
development moves forward, Polikov said.

"This is nothing new," Polikov said. "This is a reinvention of an oui

approach to downtows living and working and shopping."

That could mean recommendations for "loft living" space for youljg
professionals that live and work downtown, townhouse

developments to create a transition from downtown into establishied

residential neighborhoods and using building designs that can a
to changing commercial demands, Polikov said.

ant

The firm will study what kind of mixedise events center the

community can feasibly support and work on financial projection$
that contemplate increased revenues to local governments from
development and redevelopment. The team will also provide
recommendations on other projects the city is considering.

The assistance of Gateway Planning will go beyond laying out thie
framework to helping local government draft requests for proposals
from developers, Polikov said.

When asked by Commissioner Cathy Armour about what will keep
the framework moving forward through changes in administration
and government officials, Polikov said the additional revenues from
development will create momentum for that development and the
master plan.

The plan will include design guidelines, proposed changes to the
regulatory environment and a framework for how the city and county
should invest new resources that should help propel it forward,
Polikov said.

Community buyin from residents and developers is also important
to that process, he said. City officials and Polikov reiterated Tuesday
that this plan "won't just sit on a shelf" and not be utilized.

"We want to make it easy for people to invest, redevelop and do new
development consistent with the plan,” Polikov said.

The next public step in the plan's development will come in
September, when the firm will spend a week working directly with
community members during a "community design workshop." The
draft of the plan is expected to be delivered Nov.tBe anniversary
of last year's We the People Town Meeting.

Polikov will also be speaking about the planning process Thursday at
the Greater Owensboro Chamber of Commerce's Rooster Booster



